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2. Title of Policy 

This policy shall be known as the Place and Road Naming Policy. It is a Local policy. 

2.1 Background 

As the Naming Authority for place and road naming, the City of Melbourne receives requests from community 

members, land holders and developers to name a place, feature, road or locality.  Clarity around the naming 

process across the organisation is required to ensure naming is consistent with Councils policy and vision, to 

provide a clear hierarchy of priorities and ensure increased community consultation is consistent.  

2.2 Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to provide clarity around the process for naming places and roads within the City 

of Melbourne consistent with the Naming Rules for Places in Victoria. This policy will: 

2.2.1 Revise the naming approach to be community-led rather than proponent/developer-led. 

2.2.2 Improve engagement practices (including methods of engagement and including the taking of formal 

polls from the community). 

2.2.3 Prioritise Aboriginal language names and the names of women who have contributed to Melbourne's 

historical development. An exception may apply  where a Renewal  areas has an area specific naming 

guideline. 



 

 

2.2.4 Compile a register of suitable names that can be drawn upon (at individual precinct level). 

2.3 Scope 

The policy applies to all place and road naming proposals within the City of Melbourne, whether or not the City 

of Melbourne is the proposer of the name. 

2.4 Policy 

Council will comply with the Naming Rules for Places in Victoria as issued by the State Government’s 

Registrar of Geographic Names when considering the naming or renaming of Roads, Council buildings and 

facilities, features and localities. 

It is policy Council will give priority to Aboriginal language names and the recognition of historically significant 

women, and improve Community Consultation by: 

2.4.1 Taking a proactive Council approach to naming that increases community engagement, especially for 

significant proposals; 

2.4.2 Ensuring the formal role of Traditional Owners is prioritised when considering proposed names for 

places and roads; 

2.4.3 Simplifying public engagement standards, including methods of engagement that seek earlier ideas 

for and feedback on potential names prior to formally testing  levels of community support including 

through the use of polls consistent with the Naming Rules; and 

2.4.4 Ensuring consistency of naming priorities and processes. 

2.5 Procedure 

Management will make and maintain the Place and Road Naming Guidelines, which must ensure that: 

2.5.1 All naming proposals will comply with the Naming Rules for Places in Victoria as issued by the State 

Government’s Registrar of Geographic Names. 

2.5.2 The operational Place and Road Naming Guidelines are followed for all naming proposals to achieve 

consistency with this policy at all times.  

2.5.3 Minimum community consultation standards are developed, including: 

2.5.3.1 Defining and setting out how the community will be engaged; 

2.5.3.2 For significant naming proposals, setting out how the relevant Registered Aboriginal Party 

and/or local historical society will be consulted prior to general public consultation; 

2.5.3.3 For the most significant type of proposal where alternate compliant names are submitted 

during consultation, setting out the mechanism for polling the local community. 

2.5.3.4 Providing a mechanism for the establishment of a compliant name list of suitable names for a 

precinct, including renewals areas. Names approved by the relevant Registered Aboriginal Party, may 



 

 

allow for the community consultation standards to be altered in relation to a particular precinct or 

renewal area. 

2.5.4 All Councillors are notified prior to key milestones of a naming proposal, including: 

2.5.4.1 Commencing Community Consultation. 

2.5.4.2 A poll is taking place where more than one compliant name has been found for a place or 

road. 

2.5.4.3 A Decision is made to support the name, and subsequently referred the proposed name to the 

Registrar of Geographical names (VICNAMES) for gazettal. 

2.5.5 Any proposed naming that is inconsistent with this policy requires Council resolution to make an 

exception and to provide reasons for making the exception, unless the name is consistent with an 

already approved precinct level naming framework 

2.5.6 Management will put in place a monitoring process to: ensure that the purpose of this Policy is being 

met; monitor the implications of this Policy on consistency of naming processes; track the number of 

naming proposal items on Council Meeting agendas; and record the reason for items being referred 

and/or called-in to Council.  Management will undertake this analysis at least every 2 years and report 

relevant findings to Council as required. 
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