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In May to June 2024, the City of Melbourne undertook the second phase of community engagement to seek feedback on the Chelmsford Street Open Space draft concept plan, which proposes to replace an existing building located at 70-90 Chelmsford Street in Kensington with approximately 3600 square metres of new public open space. The draft concept plan incorporated the surrounding areas of Bent Street, the Moonee Ponds Creek edge and Chelmsford Street to enable future integration with the Chelmsford Street Open Space.
Feedback received on the draft concept plan will help inform the Chelmsford Street Open Space final concept plan, which will be considered by the Future Melbourne Committee in August 2024.
The Draft Concept Plan
The draft concept plan proposed a range of amenities and features, which included:
· Garden beds, trees and large lawn area
· Seating for groups and individuals
· Various play and informal recreation elements
· BBQ and picnic area
· Public toilet with baby change facilities
Who respondents were
· There were:
· 127 online survey responses
· Around 45 items of feedback from onsite pop-ups, in-person sessions, and direct submissions
· Females made up half (50%) of respondents; 46% were male; 1% were non-binary
· Over half (60%) of respondents were aged between 30-49
· Respondents were mainly connected to the project as residents (81%), workers (6%) and/or visitors (5%)
· Nearly three quarters of respondents (73%) selected Kensington as their location of connection to the project.
What respondents said
Overall support for the draft concept plan
Respondents were asked: “Do you support our draft concept plan for the Chelmsford Street Open Space?”
The majority of respondents (84%) supported the proposal for Chelmsford Street Open Space. Support for more greenery and open community spaces were commonly raised themes.
· 60% selected ‘strongly support’
· 24% selected ‘somewhat support’
· 9% were neutral
· 4% selected ‘somewhat oppose’
· 3% selected ‘strongly oppose.’
Support for repurposing Chelmsford Street carparks
Respondents were asked: “Do you support our proposal to provide new garden beds and tree planting on Chelmsford Street by repurposing three car parks?”
Over three quarters of respondents (82%) supported the proposed new garden beds and tree planting on Chelmsford Street, with parking availability the main concern of those opposed.
· 67% selected ‘strongly support’
· 15% selected ‘somewhat support’
· 11% were neutral
· 1% selected ‘somewhat oppose’
· 5% selected ‘strongly oppose.’
Support for repurposing Bent Street carparks
Respondents were asked: “Do you support our proposal to provide new garden beds and tree planting to improve flood mitigation and enhance biodiversity in Bent Street though repurposing approximately 10 car parks?”
The majority of respondents (79%) supported proposed changes to Bent Street. Those who opposed the proposal were concerned about reduced parking for residents and visitors and impacts to traffic flow by making Bent Street one-way.
· 70% selected ‘strongly support’
· 9% selected ‘somewhat support’
· 13% were neutral
· 4% selected ‘somewhat oppose’
· 3% selected ‘strongly oppose.’
Including other recreation and play elements
When asked “Are there any other play or recreational elements you would like to see included?”:
· 48% selected ‘yes’
· 36% selected ‘no’
· 16% were unsure.
Nearly half of respondents provided suggestions for play and recreation elements. The most common suggestions were for basketball facilities, exercising, and play equipment.
Including other socialising and community gathering elements
When asked “Are there any other socialising or community gathering elements you would like to see included?”:
· 39% selected ‘yes’
· 43% selected ‘no’
· 18% were unsure.
39% of respondents provided suggestions for socialising and community gathering elements. The most common suggestions were for shelters, seating, and lawn areas.
Quotes from the community:
“With new residential developments in Kensington, we need to have more public open spaces.”
“Flood risks are very real in much of Kensington, and all possible mitigation options should be considered a priority.”
“We need more green space and we have to lose something to gain more green space. Car spaces are an inequitable use of shared space.”
“[Provide] spaces for passive recreation including semi-secluded seating/picnics areas for people who prefer quiet spaces to connect with nature.”
“I strongly oppose making all of Bent Street one way. Due to traffic issues on Macaulay Road and several dead ends in the area, access for Bent Street residents would be very difficult.”
“If already limited car spaces are removed, this poses an impossible challenge to residents. If the remaining car spaces on Bent Street are converted to permit only (and that zoning is enforced), then the removal of car spaces might be appropriate.”
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